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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -27 have been examined. 
2. 

Response to Amendment 

3. This action is in response to Amendment B filed 8/4/2006. Claims 1-27 are 
pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tang et al ("Tang", US2002/0101446) in view of Ponceleon et al ("Ponceleon", 
Hierarchical Brushing in a Collection of Video Data) 

As per independent claim 1, Tang discloses a method for use in providing a Web 
team portal in a collaborative system comprising the steps of: setting up a plurality of 
team members to collaboratively communicate (Figure 18); automatically collecting 
presence information of each of said members in said team ([01 11] lines 1-14); 
automatically determining a current location for each team member ([0103] lines 8-16); 
and dynamically displaying a visual representation having a plurality of display windows 
including at least said team members, said collected presence and location information 
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([01017] lines 1-14), and a set of mechanisms for a team member to use in conjunction 
with said displayed presence and location information to initiate a prescribed mode of 
communicating with one or more others of said members in said team for a particular 
collaborative purpose ([01 18] lines 1-5). Tang fails to distinctly point out a time axis and 
category axis and representing categories by position and graphic elements. Ponceleon 
teaches wherein said visual representation comprises a time axis having axis positions 
corresponding to respective ones of a plurality of time ranges, a category axis having 
axis positions corresponding to respective ones of the team members, and a plurality of 
graphic elements, a given one of the graphic elements specifying an activity state for a 
particular one of the plurality of team members for a particular time period, the particular 
one of the plurality of team members being indicated by position of the graphic element 
relative to the category axis, the particular time period being indicated by position of the 
graphic element relative to the time axis (Column 3 lines 46-67, Figure 5). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to combine the 
teaching of Ponceleon with the method of Tang. Motivation to do so would have been to 
provide a visual way of express large amounts of data in one view. 

As per claim 2, which is dependent on claim 1 , Tang-Ponceleon discloses a 
method further including a step of a member of said team employing said displayed 
presence and location information and at least one of said mechanisms to initiate 
communication with one or more of others of said members in said team (Tang, Figure 
18). 
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As per claim 3, which is dependent on claim 1 , Tang-Ponceleon discloses a 
method wherein said prescribed mode of communicating includes at least either an 
asynchronous or a synchronous mode (Tang, [0082] lines 20-21). 

As per claim 4, which is dependent on claim 3, Tang-Ponceleon discloses a 
method wherein said step of dynamically displaying includes a step of automatically 
updating one or more said plurality of display windows (Tang, [0075] lines 11-13). 

As per claim 5, which is dependent on claim 4, Tang-Ponceleon discloses a 
method wherein said steps of automatically collecting presence information include 
steps of automatically updating said presence and location information, respectively 
(Tang, [0111] lines 1-14). 

As per claim 6, which is dependent on claim 5, Tang discloses a method wherein 
said presence information for a team member represents prescribed activities of said 
team member regarding one or more of predetermined instrumentalities and /or actions 
(Tang, [0116] lines 8-13). 

As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 6, Tang-Ponceleon discloses a 
method wherein said set of mechanisms includes at least email, chat, voice call or the 
like (Tang, Tang, [0082] lines 15-26). 

As per claim 8, which is dependent on claim 6, Tang-Ponceleon discloses a 
method further including a step of maintaining said collected and updated presence and 
location information (Tang, [01 1 1] lines 1-14) and a step of notifying said participants of 
changes of stats in said presence and location information for members in said team 
(Tang, [0115] lines 1-7). 
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As per claim 9, which is dependent on claim 9, Tang-Ponceleon discloses a 
method wherein said set of mechanisms further includes persistent chat and said step 
of initiating communication further includes initiating a persistent chat session (Tang, 
Figure 8b). 

Claims 10,18 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 1, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 1 1,19 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 2, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 12,20 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 3, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 13,21 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 4, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 14,15,22 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 5, and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 16,23 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 6, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 17,24 are individually similar in scope to that of claim 7, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 25 is individually similar in scope to that of claim 8, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

Claim 26 is individually similar in scope to that of claim 9, and is therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 
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As per claim 26, which is dependent on claim 26, Tang discloses a method 
wherein said set up unit communication further sets up third party calls (Tang, [0100] 
lines 1-12). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-27 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan F Pitaro whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4071 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00am - 4:30pm Monday through 
Thursday and on alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 571-272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ryan Pitaro 



Art Unit 2174 
Patent Examiner 




